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NATIONAL MENTAL HEALTH MONTH CELEBRATED LOCALLY

Saginaw County Community Mental Health Authority pays tribute to host of Consumers and Community Partners at Seventh Annual Everyday Heroes Banquet


SAGINAW, MI – Saginaw County Community Mental Health Authority (SCCMHA) celebrated its seventh annual Everyday Heroes Banquet on May 12, 2009 at the HORIZONS Conference Center in conjunction with National Mental Health Month. The annual banquet honors consumers and their families for successes, personal growth, and participation and leadership skills as well as community volunteers and organizations who contribute to the mission and vision of SCCMHA. More than 30 area individuals and organizations were honored at the banquet.


Awards were presented in the three categories:  Everyday Heroes, Special Heroes and Community Heroes.  


Among the Everyday Heroes were Brenda Botello, Michael Chester, Ray Crommatie, Connie Filiczkowski, Amelia Jacobs, Robert Keinath, Loretta Mead, David Osmun, Monica (Jeannie) Tyra, Theresa Ugartechea, Jaime Weiss and Danielle Wolven.


Five Special Hero Awards were also presented to:

1. Agnes Rambo Quality of Life Award to Glenvale Home

2. Bernice Barlow Community Partnership Award to Roger Soule, Randy Barst and the Department of Human Services
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SCCMHA HONORS CONSUMERS AND PARTNERS
3. Carolyn Rapson & Ted Rapson Living the American Dream Award to Pam Harris

4. Eileen & Lou Vescio Leadership, Advocacy and Family Support Award to Rosa Holliday

5. Improving Practices Champion Award to Diana Fernandez

Community Hero Award recipients included Barb Beeckman, Captain William Gutzwiller, Gene Jolin, Jennifer Keilitz, Amy Murawski, Tom Peck, Wladimir Zarski, M.D. and Cheryl Carlevato, Todd Dixon, Janet Giem, Felicia McRae, Carrie Mora, Jim Sharon and Michelle Vance.

“These recipients teach us that we are all worthy, they lead us to develop new and better ways to help those with mental illness and they inspire us by showing us all how mental illness and disabilities can be overcome,” says Sandra Lindsey, CEO of SCCMHA. “They are advocates, leaders and providers who make every effort to give mental health consumers the support they need to better their daily lives.”


According to the National Mental Health Association, more than 54 million Americans have a mental disorder in any given year.  Less than eight million seek treatment. For more than 50 years, May is Mental Health Month has been observed to raise awareness of mental health issues and importance.
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Saginaw County Community Mental Health Authority is headquartered at 500 Hancock Street in Saginaw.  SCCMHA provides numerous services including evaluations, screenings, treatment and referrals.  SCCMHA assists approximately 5000 Saginaw County citizens each year.

