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Saginaw County Community Mental Health CEO
Reappointed To Statewide Child Abuse & Neglect Taskforce

SAGINAW, MI – Sandra M. Lindsey, CEO of Saginaw County Community Mental Health Authority, has been reappointed to Governor Jennifer M. Granholm’s Task Force on Child Abuse and Neglect.  


The task force is responsible for the review and evaluation of the handling of child abuse and neglect cases in Michigan. As the only director from more than 46 mental health boards across the state, Lindsey continues to represent health and mental health professionals. 


“I am honored to have been reappointed to the task force,” says Lindsey. “I see my role as not only a participant on the important issue of child abuse and neglect, but also as a liaison to the public community mental health system.”


The Governor’s task force makes recommendations on potential courses of action that, if taken, would improve efficiency of the current system to better protect children, punish abusers and enhance the laws governing child abuse, while guaranteeing due process of law to all parties involved. The task force is also responsible for supporting a wide variety of training activities for professionals in the states’ child welfare system including case workers, family court judges and staff, prosecutors and defense attorneys. The safety of Michigan’s children and the support of children in the foster care system and strategies to ensure their permanency in a home of their own are specific priorities.

Each day last year, three children died as a result of parental maltreatment. A national survey conducted by Prevent Child Abuse America in 2007 suggests that the number of child abuse fatalities increased 39 percent over the last 10 years. Childhelp USA reports that more children age four and younger die from child abuse and neglect than any other single leading cause of death – including falls, choking on food, suffocation, drowning, residential fires and motor vehicle accidents.
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“Public policy regarding child abuse and neglect is, of course, about how to best protect children and punish abusers,” says Lindsey. “However, we must be equally concerned about ensuring a system of support and service to victims that makes sense, is timely and helps them to heal and move forward. The children of Michigan have a right to be safe and to grow up in permanent, nurturing homes that have their best interests as a priority.”

“Sandy is an excellent choice for this Task Force,” says Randy Barst, Saginaw County Director of the Michigan Department of Human Services. “She’s a true champion for children. She’s worked tirelessly to create positive change for children and their families, and she’ll be able to touch even more in this role.”

Faye M. Harrison, Chief Judge Pro-Tem of Saginaw County’s Probate Court, agrees. “I have been working for many years with Sandy on issues at the local and state level,” she says, “and she has served extremely well. Sandy brings an incredible level of knowledge and compassion to her work on behalf of the children of Saginaw County. She’s a partner that I value, and I look forward to continuing that association.”

Lindsey serves on the Executive Committee of the Task Force and co-chairs its Problem Solving and Community Collaboration Subcommittee. Her four-year term began September 3, 2010 and runs through September 1, 2014.
# # #

Saginaw County Community Mental Health Authority is headquartered at 500 Hancock Street in Saginaw, MI.  SCCMHA provides numerous services including evaluations, screenings, treatment and referrals. SCCMHA assists approximately 5,000 Saginaw County citizens annually. Learn more at sccmha.org.
